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William “Bill” Wright
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LEGENDARY ROLE MODEL, TEACHER AND COACH

William “Bill” Wright was born and raised in Richmond, Indiana but later
transplanted to Colorado where he earned his master’s degree in 1961 from the
University of Northern Colorado (UNC). His early coaching career in Colorado
Springs began at Taylor and Stratton Elementary Schools and Palmer High School.
Wright later served Mitchell High School for 28 years as a physical and driver’s
education teacher, and coach of 9th grade football, junior varsity basketball and
varsity baseball. He was Mitchell’s head basketball coach for 27 years and head golf
coach for four years.
During his coaching career, Wright coached 1,188 games, winning his 300th game
in 1990. He was named Coach of the Year and selected to coach the South Team
in the All-State Basketball game in 1970-1971 and his teams won the State 3A
Basketball Championship in 1971 and 1973. He received the Tom Sutak Award
from the Colorado High School Coaches Association in 1990-1991 and the Jim
Ransom Service Award in 1993. Wright was inducted into the Colorado Coaches
Hall of Fame in 1995 and the UNC Hall of Fame as a player on the 1955 and 1957
baseball teams.

Youth hockey plays an integral part in the youth sports landscape in Colorado Springs,
contributing to the rich heritage of ice sports in our community, including high
school, collegiate and Olympic-level hockey competitions by U.S. Figure Skating and
USA Hockey. While many individuals and organizations have played key roles since
the movement began in the late 1940’s, the initial development of the sport can be
attributed to several key “pioneers” who dedicated their lives to the development and
growth of many of the programs and tournaments thriving in Colorado Springs today.
The Colorado Springs Youth Hockey Pioneers include: Don Bates, former Colorado
College hockey player, coach and later a high school and collegiate official; Art Berglund,
former Broadmoor Ice Palace (later renamed The (original) Broadmoor World Arena)
Manager and retired Senior Director of International Administration at USA Hockey;
Tommy Brennan, former Program Coordinator with the City of Colorado Springs Parks
& Recreation Department, spearheaded the youth hockey program that later became the
high school hockey program; and Sandi and Tim McConnell, former Directors of the
President’s Day Youth Hockey Tournament, one of the largest and most successful youth
hockey events in North America attracting 80+ teams to Colorado Springs annually.
Each of these individuals, along with many others, dedicated years of service to the
grassroots development of hockey, helped establish youth hockey in the Colorado
Springs sports community and developed many champions and major stars who
emerged from subsequently established programs.

Alongside his brother, Thurman Wright, he established the Thurm and Bill Wright
Men’s Athletic Scholarship at UNC in 2012 which provides students the opportunity
to achieve success in their academic and athletic careers.
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