Thayer Tutt Sportsman Award

The Thayer Tutt Sportsman Award is presented annually by the Colorado Springs
Sports Corporation to an individual or organization in recognition of exceptional
philanthropic and community sports support, as well as on the national sports stage.

J
Melinda Couch

Melinda Couch has used her marvelous gift of physical therapy support to help athletes for over two
decades in Colorado Springs. She has been a physical therapist for U.S. Figure Skating since 1999, with
assignments at the 2014 Olympic Winter Games, World Championships, the International Skating
Union’s Four Continents competitions, National Championships and Grand Prix events.
Her contributions to amateur sport also embrace her role as physical therapist for cycling, short
track speed skating, basketball, the Rocky Mountain State Games and the prestigious New York
City Marathon. She has also contributed her time to the Paralympic athlete program in the sports of
paracycling, fencing, weightlifting and badminton. She has traveled the world with her skills, earning
the respect and admiration of thousands of athletes and coaches. Couch has dedicated her career to the
treatment of injuries to athletes as well as injury prevention and wellness. Additionally, she is the proud
owner of Peak Performance Physical Therapy in Colorado Springs.
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Col. F. Don Miller Sports Service Award
The Colonel F. Don Miller Sports Service Award is presented annually by the Colorado Springs
Sports Corporation to the person who best reflects the commitment exemplified by Colonel Miller
in providing a lasting contribution to the Colorado Springs sports community. The presentation of
this award to those locally dedicated to the importance of sports in building young lives is a fitting
tribute to Colonel Miller and the thousands of young men and women who benefited from his
unparallelled service on behalf of our nation’s youth.

S
Dennis Carter

Dennis Carter was a legendary coach, teacher and administrator at Ellicott High School, where
he enjoyed a career that spanned three decades. He coached Ellicott’s first football team in
1970, and was the head coach for Thunderhawks basketball, track and baseball teams over the
years. He coached boys basketball teams at Ellicott from 1975-1994 and 2007-2008.
His teams won 12 league championships, made seven state tournament Final 8 appearances,
and he coached eight All-State players. He was named the state’s Outstanding Administrator
by the Colorado Athletic Directors Association in 1997. Carter was the principal at the school
from 1994-2000 alongside his coaching responsibilities.
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